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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

On the 20th Anniversary of Asian TV Association (ATVAA), it gives me great pleasure to present
to you this commemoration magazine.

It is a record of activities and achievements of ATVAA for the past two decades.
ATVAA was established to address information needs of Victorian’s Chinese community.

The purpose and main objectives of ATVAA are to provide broadcasting service for the benefit of
the Chinese community; to encourage the Chinese community to participate in the operations of AT-
VAA and partake in the selection and provision of programs; and to provide appropriate training in
television production to enable the community to gain experience for career opportunities.

ATVAA is very active in producing programs that portray the hopes, aspirations, and needs of the
Chinese community in Melbourne, and more importantly active in promoting tolerance and Multicul-
turalism in Australia.

Over the past twenty years, ATVAA has played a major role in covering items of interest not only
to members of Chinese community, but also to wider community. It has also provided a source for lo-
cal news, information and community events as well as promoting artistic and cultural endeavours.

ATVAA is a non-profit community association, which always operates on a very lean budget and
does not receive any government grant nor funding.

All our office bearers and committee members are volunteers. Thank you goes to members of the
committee and production teams for your hard work and dedication to ATVAA.

On this momentous occasion I would like to thank our sponsors for their continuous support
during the last twenty years.

Huge thanks also to leaders of the Chinese community, associations and businesses which
have assisted us to meet the printing cost of this booklet.

Finally, on behalf of the association, I wish you and your family good health, good luck and happi-
ness. :

David Wong
President

ATVAA

PRIME MINISTER
CANBERRA
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MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER JULIA GILLARD

It gives me great pleasure to provide this message to the Asian Television
Association of Australia on the occasion of your 20th anniversary.

Since 1992, the Asian Television Association of Australia has provided a unique
platform for members of the Chinese Australian community of Melbourne to
share traditions and experiences, as well as opportunities to maintain their
cultural links.

Australia is a multicultural society of remarkable dynamism and achievements.
The Chinese Australian community is of fundamental importance to these
achievements and our vibrant and diverse society.

The Australian Government is committed to deepening Australia’s close ties
with Asia by enhancing cultural literacy and strengthening the friendship
between our peoples. I would like to acknowledge the important role played by
the Asia Television Association of Australia in helping do this.

I congratulate all those involved with the Asian Television Association of
Australia for their achievements over the last 20 years and wish you all the best
for the future.

e oA
e Hon Julia((illard MP
rime Minister of Australia
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MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

It gives me great pleasure to send my warm congratulations to the Asian TV
Association of Australia on the occasion of its 20" anniversary.

Since its beginnings as one of the foundation organisations of Channel 31,
the Association has worked tirelessly to provide its audience with
comprehensive news and current affairs coverage, while also promoting
the culture, heritage and activities of Victoria’s Asian communities. I
commend the Association for reflecting the diversity of our Asian
communities and for highlighting their positive impact to Victoria.

The Victorian Government recognises the enormous contribution that
migration has made to our State’s economic, cultural and social life. The
sharing of knowledge and skills from all around the world is one of the
great benefits of our diverse society — and Victoria’s Asian communities
have played a vital role in the multicultural success of our State.

On behalf of the Victorian Government, I congratulate the Association on
reaching this significant milestone and offer my best wishes on this
auspicious occasion.

S
Ted Baillieu MLA
Premier

CITY OF MELBOURNE

S

MESSAGE FROM THE LORD MAYOR OF MELBOURNE

On behalf of the City of Melbourne, congratulations to the Asian TV Association of
Australia for your 20 year contribution to community broadcasting. Organisations such as
yours have helped make Melbourne the diverse and tolerant city that we all enjoy.

People from more than 200 cultural backgrounds now call Melbourne home. Over many
generations the Asian community has helped our city grow and prosper. In sharing
traditional and contemporary community perspectives, we are all enriched. | wish you
every success in your 20" anniversary year and in the future.

Rl sl

Robert Doyle
Lord Mayor
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Asian TV Association of Australia: 20™ Anniversary Congratulatory
Message

To President Mr David Wong and other board members of the Asian TV
Association of Australia,

| congratulate you on reaching this milestone of twenty years in the TV
industry, and of being one of the founding members of Channel 31, Victoria's
community TV broadcaster.

The members of the board have worked hard over the past twenty years to
ensure a variety of programs are on offer to the Asian community in Victoria,
ranging from culture and traditions to modern lifestyles and community
activities.

The ATVAA should be commended for their goal of providing a harmonic,
peaceful, tolerant and mutually-respective broadcast that endeavours to grow
multiculturalism in Victoria and exhibit Asian cultures on community television
not only for an Asian audience but for others that tune in to channel 31.

I wish you all the best on this celebratory occasion, and pass on my heartfelt
congratulations on twenty years of hard work by the ATVAA.

The Hon Daniel Andrews MP
Leader of the Opposition

DANIEL ANDREWS MP

Leader of the Opposition | State Member for Mulgrave

Parliament House, Spring Street VIC 3002
P: +61 3 9091 7921 F: +61 3 9091 7937
E: daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au
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MESSAGE FROM HONG LIM MP

As a member of the Australian Labor Party, I was extremely proud when, in
1992, the Federal Labor Government granted a broadcasting licence to Channel
31 (€31). This locally based television station in Melbourne has been catering to
community needs for lateral inter-community communication, predicated on the
noble aim of promoting a bi-partisan policy of Multiculturalism in the context of
fostering social harmony and cohesion.

The Asian TV Association of Australia, (ATVAA) being one of the original eight
founding member groups has diligently and gallantly persevered over the 20
years of an arduous journey, serving the Australian Chinese community by
showcasing to the greater mainstream society the culture and values of the
Chinese people in Melbourne.

By its fidelity to the noble principle of spreading goodwill and friendship across
community sectors, the ATVAA has exemplified itself as a positive, important
and significantly scintillating contributor in upholding the profound wisdom of
the long history of Chinese culture as well as imbuing virtuous philosophies that
form the foundation of an ancient civilization.

This message carries my heartiest congratulations to everyone connected, past
and present, to the ATVAA on its 20™ Anniversary and my best wishes for many
more years of its vital contribution not only to the Chinese community itself,
but to our mainstream society at large.

Yours faithfully,

e

m
Member for Clayton
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Looking back on 20 years of
achievements

| don’t really know why | became involved in Asian
Television Australia Association Inc. (ATVAA). Perhaps it was
something different or a chance to make new friends, but no
matter what the reason, since | have started, | have faced
various difficulties with my fellow volunteers. This television
group is just like a small boat floating at sea, struggling
to survive in the wild wind and rain. However, due to the
selflessness and cooperation of each and every person,
this “small boat” is able to calm the waves and sail safely
through twenty years. | would like to take this opportunity
to express my great admiration to those co-workers who
founded this Chinese-language television group, for their
extraordinary courage and dedication.

In particular to Mr. Ngai Chung Cheng, who has led the
Committee members and volunteers and contributes all his
spare time to ATVAA, in order to ensure the continuation
of Chinese programs. Mr. Cheng and volunteers have
filmed an innumerous amount of activities and events in
the local Melbourne Chinese community. Young committee
members have also participated in making some short films.
We are always striving to make the highest quality of video
production possible so that we can attract higher viewer
ratings and be praised by C31. It has been difficult to secure
our time slots, 7:00 to 7:30 pm on Sunday nights and 1:00
to 1:30 pm on Wednesday afternoons, especially the prime
time slot on Sunday. (In the earlier years, we were given two
hours broadcast time however it has since been reduced
to one hour due to the heavy workload required to produce
two hours of programs each week.) Although we only deliver
one-hour program weekly, the production process is never
as simple as you may have imagined. Producing a program
includes filming, editing, audio mixing and voice overs and
inserting subtitles. On top of these tasks the most difficult
jobs are to find good program content and to raise funds for
ATVAA production.

Some might think that it doesn’t really matter whether
or not Melbourne has a Chinese TV Channel. However,
a Chinese channel not only provides entertainment, it
also helps to spread the Chinese culture. Through such
a channel, the next generation who are brought up with a
Western education can learn more about Chinese history
and customs in addition to the language. So it is really
everybody’s responsibility to support ATVAA. Please take
into consideration that we are a non-professional production

Maria Wong

group, our committee members and volunteers have their
own full-time jobs as well as the responsibility to feed their
own families. Apart from manpower, we also need financial
support to keep ATVAA running, such as funds for the
purchase of new equipment, studio rental fees, volunteers’
traveling expenses and editing fees.

| still remember when we once experienced severe
financial hardship, Mr. Cheng tirelessly and persistently
requested funds from Chinese businesses and communities.
Even we the committee members were constantly
requesting for funds and some people tried to avoid us. We
were concerned that some Chinese did not think that the
presence of a Chinese channel would make any difference
to them. We had many meetings and discussions about
the value of a Chinese channel. Every time we arrived at
the same conclusion, that the first priority was to keep the
Chinese channel on air. There are many different cultural
groups that broadcast on C31 and if they can keep doing it,
then we can continue to make TV too. So we decided that
we must endeavor to preserve the Chinese programs, in
order to represent and retain the reputation of the Chinese
community.

When | look back over the last 20 years, we also have
had some glory times. One of our earlier achievements
involved our support for Chinese to participate in local
politics. When it was election time, ATVAA became an
important platform that provided opportunities for other
ethnic groups to get to know the Chinese candidates and
their political policies, so that they have a chance to acquire
more votes. We also helped to organise fund-raising
events to support candidates financially with their election
campaigns. We do all this because we understand that the
only way to fight for fair treatment and to make our voice
heard by the government is to have Chinese participate in
politics. A person with understanding and vision would agree
that it is also the best plan we can make for our generations
to come. Another commendable achievement involved our
efforts to raise the awareness of the harm of gambling to
the Chinese community, in which we initiated a forum of
discussion. We also invited a number of leaders of Chinese
ethnic groups to discuss some bad habits in the Chinese
communities. To promote interest in studying Chinese and
to encourage Chinese language education, we held a quiz
competition with medals and prizes awarded to all winners.

kv T KBRS H AT AT m

Our Channel has invited many experts from different
industries for interviews. It is not only for the encouragement
and recognition of their talents but also to establish role
models for the younger generations. We never pass up
the opportunity to interview cultural predecessors from
interstate or overseas who visit Melbourne, including poet
Wen-ning (Eve Ling), writer Chou Yu Yue_Ruo Xi Chen_Yu
Hwai He and Ding Nain Lin. There are too many to name
each and every one. When it comes to Chinese New Year,
we make programs that showcase the various exciting
and wonderful scenes throughout Melbourne, such as the
exhilarating performances of colorful dragons and the skilled
choreography of the lions by the Chinese Youth Society
of Melbourne (CYSM). Their performances have attracted
kids of western descent to become part of the festivities of
the Chinese New Year. In order to spread Chinese culture
and customs, we have broadcasted dozens of series about
Chinese idioms as well as biographical films of famous
people from ancient and modern times. These programs
were presented in a short story form that we hoped would
engage with the younger generations.

If | have to name one person who works the hardest
and has contributed the most, it is without a doubt, Mr.
Ngai Chung Cheng, the Chief Producer of ATVAA. His wife
has worked tirelessly by her husband’s side and is also

worthy of credit. Now their beloved daughter Ting Cheng
has been selected as one of the committee members and
she has inherited her father’s ethics of hard work. Ting,
together with ATVAA treasurer May Ling Kwok, previously
filmed an award-winning program, which has inspired many
ATVAA members. Last but not least, | encourage each and
every one of you to continue to support ATVAA. Getting
this channel started was difficult but ensuring that we can
continue for years to come will be even more difficult and
challenging.

—%‘ % professional

Jenny Li/hil
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Your Commusication One Stop
Ouen 20 Yesrs Expenience

BOX HILL Kiosk
139 Swanston St

207 Elizabeth St

Target Centre

Shop G013 Vouge 670 Chapel St

183 Barkly St

Shop Q08 Parkmore Shopping Centre
260 Springvale Rd

CHINA TOWN
SOUTH YARRA
FOOTSCRAY
KEYSBOROUGH
SPRINGVALE
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'ves' We have solution for
your communication needs
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e GSM/3G MobileFI2ER

e Optus Pre-PaidFiBESEFET © Fo{E

e Mobile Accessones%ﬁﬁ?haﬁ*ﬁiﬂﬁ

e Wireless Broadband
;R

e Cable and DSL Broadband
SHEE AR .

e Local and Long Distance calls

At M RAE SR

Shop G47, Box Hill Centro North
Box Hill Centro South

9890 2888
9890 5088
9639 2222
9642 2222
9663 4888
8803 0400
9687 0888
8762 3488
9562 3222

OPTUS
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THE CHINESE MASONIC SOCIETY MELBOURNE LODGE
2ND Floor, Chinese Masonic Building
7-9 Waratah Place, Melbourne, VIC 3000
Tel: (03) 9663 1380 Fax: (03) 9639 0028
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THE TEO CHEW CHINESE ASSOCIATION(VIC) Inc
9 Newcomen Road, SpringvaleVIC3171
Tel: (03) 9574 0733 Fax: (03)9548 0488
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MESSAGE FROM RICHARD McLELLAND
GENERAL MANAGER CHANNEL 31

e

On behalf of the staff and members of Channel 31 | would like to extend my
personal congratulations to the Asian TV Association of Australia (ATVAA) on
achieving its 20 year milestone. It is truly an extraordinary achievement.

As one of the eight founding members of Channel 31 ATVAA has over the 20
years since its beginning contributed to a greater understanding of the Chinese
community in Melbourne, using the extensive broadcast reach of C31. It has
been a regular contributor of programming content and has participated in
the administration of the organisation through involvement with the Board and
Committees. :

ATVAA has made a valuable contribution to Channel 31 over the years and we
look forward to continuing the strong partnership so firmly established.

Kind regards,

/Q?w e

Richard MclLelland
General Manager
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SPRINGVALE CENTRE
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Why | volunteer with

ATVAA

| have been an ATVAA volunteer since | was 15 years
old and | have experienced many different aspects of the TV
production process, from doing voice overs and interviews
to camera operating and editing.

We all have our individual hobbies and interests and |
choose to commit my spare time to help make TV programs
that tell the stories of our local community. Living in a multi
cultural city such as Melbourne, it is important for as many
voices as possible to be represented on our TV screens.
ATVAA is the Chinese community’s voice that celebrates
Chinese culture and fosters mutual understanding and
harmony.

Volunteering with ATVAA has allowed me to participate
in my community and contribute positively to it. | have
been provided with countless opportunities to improve my
production skills through hands on experience as well as
expand my networks.

Over the years, | have also met and interviewed a
variety of fascinating people. From city councillors and
community group leaders to artists and performers from
Melbourne and abroad. Some of the memorable interviews
include Mr. Li Cunxin from the book Mao’s Last Dancer and
a Taiwanese couple who were on a mission to cycle around

the world!

A definite highlight
has been winning a C31 Ting Cheng-Haines
Antenna Award for a . : i ———
documentary that Mayling Kwok and | filmed and produced
about the CYSM Sea Dragons dragon boat team in 2008.

ATVAA has been on our TV screens for 20 years and
we are excited about the next 10 years because we look
forward to engaging with more new people and young
people to contribute to community TV so that they can share
their ideas and their experiences of life in Australia.

ATVAA are always looking for volunteers who are
interested in making TV programs. We have many ideas for
new programs however we need volunteers to help make
the programs just as much as we need financial support.

A lot of time and effort goes into making each program
and there are many different ways for you to get involved.
From helping with technical production such as camera
operating and editing to providing talent as a presenter or
journalist.

If you are interested in making TV or just want to try
something different, then come join the ATVAA crew! Be
brave and put yourself out there, push your boundaries

and learn and discover something new. For myself

personally, | have learnt a lot more about Chinese
| culture and customs and it has in a way played a
{ part in helping me build my own identity as an Asian
. Australian. That has truly been the best reward. You
may be surprised by what you may find too.

Contact Us - www.atvaa.org.au

Find us on Facebook —

www.facebook.com/ATVAA
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Elderly Ethnic Chinese Welfare
Association of Victoria, Australia
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TRUE BUDDHA SCHOOL BUDDHIST MEDITATION ASSOCIATION INC.
10 Stafford Street Huntingdale VIC 3166 Tel/Fax: 9562 8336 Email: ths.eastvic@gmail.com
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%nlightenment and
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2012 Christmas Dinner Party,
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1st Floor, 17 Balmoral Ave, Springvale

ulfill your life
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Yun Yang Activities :

Zen Meditation , Dharma Talk, Short Term Monkhood,

| Pureland Chanting, Tea & Zen Party, Buddhist Garden,
Vegetarian Hot Pot Dishes Restaurant, Caring and Chanting

6-10 Reservoir Road, Narre Warren North, Vic 3804 Tel: 9796 8079
http:/www.yunyangtemple.org.au  Melway ref: P108 C5
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